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In the opening paragraphs of The New Evangelisation for the Transmission of 
Christian Faith (Lineamenta, 2011) we find the words of Jesus in 
commissioning of the disciples to proclaim the Good News: 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age. (Mt 28:19-20) 

 
In 2011 these word are as relevant as they were nearly two thousand years 
ago.  They are the source for renewal, redirection and new energy in 
proclaiming the Gospel in the 21st century. 
 
Go . . . 
 
A new evangelization is synonymous with mission, requiring the capacity to 
set out anew, go beyond boundaries and broaden horizons (Lineamenta, #10, 
p. 23). 
 
The document reminds us that to be a Christian and to be Church is being 
missionary – we are sent forth (as were the original disciples) to proclaim 
Jesus Christ to the world.  A reassessment of our experience and attitudes 
concerning evangelisation will lead to an improvement of our practice and 
approach to proclamation, allowing us to “ascertain the calibre of our faith, to 
determine our sense of „feeling‟ and „being‟ Christians and disciples of Jesus 
.... and our being witnesses filled with the Holy Spirit” (Lineamenta, #2, p. 7).  
The „energy‟ that comes from loving one‟s faith “implies bearing witness to it, 
bringing it to others and allowing others to participate in it” (Lineamenta, #10, 
p. 22). 
 
Such a reassessment involves placing at the centre of our local communities 
the Word of God, Eucharist and reading „the signs of the times‟ (Lineamenta, 
#15-16, p. 32-34). 
 
A particular question in this process would be: What does being a witness 
mean today?  
 

This manner of acting ought to be all-encompassing, including our way 
of thinking and our deeds, individual conduct and public witness, the 
interior life of our communities and their efforts at being missionary, 
their attention to education and their concerned dedication for the poor, 
and the capacity of every Christian actively to take part in the 
conversations taking place within real-life situations and the workplace, 
so as to bring to these situations the Christian gift of hope. This manner 
of acting must reflect the zeal, trust and freedom in speaking out 
(parresia) as displayed in the preaching of the Apostles (cf. Acts 4:32; 
9: 27, 28) (Lineamenta, #16, p. 34). 
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Imagining a „Space‟ for New Evangelisation: “Courtyard of the Gentiles” 
 
An important consideration in the generation of a new energy for 
evangelisation in the 21st century is the imagining of a space or place for all 
those involved to „meet‟ – “in which people might in some way latch on to 
God, without knowing him and before gaining access to his mystery” 
(Benedict XVI, 2009).  A real or virtual courtyard or marketplace that creates 
opportunities for dialogue (verbal and non-verbal) between evangelisers and 
educators as witnesses (Lineamenta, #22, pp. 44-46) and those of other 
Christian traditions, other faiths, those who are alienated from religion and 
those with no religion.  
 
How has the idea of the "Courtyard of the Gentiles" been taken up and 
developed in our local Churches? 
 
Make Disciples . . .  
 
“To proclaim the Gospel is to proclaim a person: Jesus Christ, the definitive 
word of God . . . to create in every place and time the conditions for a 
personal encounter of individuals with Jesus Christ” (Lineamenta, #11, p. 25). 
„Making disciples‟ is seen as the conclusion of initial proclamation and the 
beginning of ongoing (life-long) formation into as Christian life.  A goal of such 
initiatory and ongoing catechesis is to prepare (and energise) members of the 
Christian community to proclaim the Gospel – to make discipleship intentional. 
 
The Lineamenta describes the Christian initiation as an evangelising process 
(#18). 
 
A new energy for proclamation of the Gospel may come from a renewed 
emphasis of mystagogy – that is – that our Baptism is part of our ongoing 
initiation into the Christian community and the ultimate goal is adult Christian 
faith – intentional discipleship.  
 

Another challenge for the Church is her capacity to consider again the 
content and dynamic of mystagogy in re-planning the programme of 
initiation, without which an essential element in the process of 
engendering the faith would be lacking. (Lineamenta, #18, p. 40). 


